Next Steps

Project Schedule
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Informational Open House

Wednesday Public feedback is essential in helping the study team
November 14, 2007 understand how the community may be affected by
. . proposed roadway improvements. The purpose of the
5:30pm to 8:30pm Open House is to provide all stakeholders within the
- - study area the opportunity to review and comment
Bowie Clty Hall on the preliminary findings from the engineering and
2614 Kenhill Drive environmental impact analyses. Please plan to attend
Bowie, Maryland 20715 and share your opinions!

A R AL l
ESTATES

450

Community Survey >
HIGH BRIDGE

7
Yo

O,

Help us learn more about your community and
your concerns regarding potential projectimpacts
by completing the questionnaire included in this
newsletter. The study team values public insight oa Annex
and is seeking to understand more about ways Bowie Park g ‘
in which the proposed improvements may affect Center =

your community. Information gathered from the COLLINGTON Grove_Diive _
survey will be used to complete our Community ' iy
Effects Analysis (CEA). This data can impact FOXHILL | Bowig
the decision-making process and will be taken CITY HALL
into consideration as the study team refines and y -

selects an alternative.
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DETA] LED Detailed Studies - Environmental

The development of each alternative includes the study of impacts to both the natural and human
environments:

I ROGRESS Natural - As part of the environmental studies process, the existing natural features were inventoried

and potential impacts to these features were evaluated. The inventory includes the forests adjacent to
‘ ‘ the MD 197 roadway, as well as wildlife, wetlands, and other natural features.
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This section of MD 197 crosses over a tributary to Collington Branch, a stream valley system that lies
within the Patuxent River watershed. The tributary begins in Foxhill Park and is carried via concrete
culverts to the west side of the existing roadway. The proposed expansion of the existing highway would
require improvements to stormwater management facilities. Landscaped surface drainage and filtration
areas are being considered to control water flow and remove impurities as runoff is directed away from
paved surfaces.

Detailed Studies - Engineering

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) is continuing to develop possible improvements
to MD 197 from Kenhill Drive to MD 450. Most recently, the study team has developed more
detailed engineering to complete the environmental studies. As described in the Spring 2007 Project
Newsletter, the following Alternatives Retained for Detailed Study (ARDS) were identified:

Alternative 1 - No-Build: minor short-term improvements that occur as part of routine maintenance
and safety operations. Although this alternative has been retained, it does not substantively meet
the project purpose and need. The No-Build Alternative will serve as a baseline for comparison with
the Build alternatives.

Based on the current right-of-way needs, some impacts to the 100-year floodplain of the Collington
Branch tributary are anticipated. The study team continues to identify strategies to minimize impacts to
the stream and floodplain. Any unavoidable impacts will be mitigated.

Human - Studies are underway to evaluate how the MD 197 project would affect features important
Alternative 3 - 5-Lane Typical to the community. The study includes an inventory of socioeconomic facilities (religious, educational,
Section: a five-lane undivided closed communities, neighborhoods, historic properties, parks, shopping centers, land use and other facilities)
section that would match MD 197 and an evaluation of ways in which these features may be impacted. Preliminary findings indicate that

north of the project limits, including a the project is unlikely to cause land use changes that would negatively affect community facilities and
13-foot-wide center turn lane, 11-foot services.

inside travel lanes, and 16-foot bicycle-
compatible outside travel lanes (see
Figure 1). This alternative includes an

SOUTHBOUND NORTHBOUND

= | ﬁ—/E***% 3 The study team conducted an initial community survey to identify the local assets and needs within the
.l L study area. As the project progressed, an additional survey was created and is included in this newsletter

additional (third) southbound through- ‘csémfﬁé&# LKNE”FTSFEQN%LS\RNE st ColfgTate ——=tei e~ to obtain specific, community-level information, to understand

travel lane at MD 450 Relocated | &7 the effects of the proejct, and to ensure that all interested

and one at Kenhill Drive to improve persons are properly identified and their input is incorporated We Want Your Input!

&pe:}e_lltll%n_s and sl(ej\felty. \éVest.t()joung Flsgll_lre 11._ A!telrgat?le 3 in the development of the project. In addition to the November 14, 2007 Informational
toe;rolvidt—:-n;/(frivr;llc:euleftet]usr(; sc?umbgzﬁd --ane lypical section Air Quality and Noise Studies - In summer 2007, the study Open House, a public hegring vyill be held in early
onto MD 197 I I team assessed current levels of carbon monoxide and noise at 2008 (date TBA) for public review and comment

' locations along the MD 197 corridor. Information from ongoing on the proposed improvements.
Alternative 4 - 4-Lane Typical studies to evaluate potential impacts on community air quality

If you would like to be added to the project
mailing list, please contact the study team at
PG691@sha.state.md.us and include your
name, mailing address and e-mail address.

and noise levels will determine whether proposed roadway
improvements will measurably affect local air quality and noise,
and whether mitigation strategies (e.g., constructing noise
walls) should be implemented.

Section with Median: a four-lane
divided closed section with a 20-foot-
wide raised grass median, 11-foot
inside travel lanes, and a 16-foot
bicycle-compatible outside travel

SOUTHBOUND NORTHBOUND

Written comments / requests may be

lane in each direction (see Figure ' | K N | J L submitted to-

2). Left-turn lanes would be provided %&ﬁﬁé& = e —14 el P e — ‘Séfﬁé&‘«%) o .

within the median along MD 197 at ‘ 78 | ™ _ . _ Ms.. Felicia L. Alexander

all intersections. Alternative 4 also e study.team will gontlnue to work on the following tasks Project Manager
incorporates an additional southbound Figure 2: Alternative 4 for the Build Alternatives: Mail Stop C-301
through lane at MD 450 Relocated 4-Lane Typical Section > Adding greater detail to traffic and roadway State Highway Administration
and at Kenhill Drive. engineering P.O. Box 717

as traffic signal synchronization improvements, enhanced bus stop shelters, and pedestrian safety for impacts to environmental features, community For more information please visit our website
enhancements. Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies such as telecommuting, resources, and properties at www.marylandroads.com and click on
staggered work hours, and carpooling are ongoing efforts that will be considered for the project > Quantifying the extent of impacts to Projects. To speak with members of the Project
area. In addition to the on-road improvements, the study team is recommending reconstruction of socioeconomic, cultural, and natural Team, please call (410) 545-8511 or toll-free in
the existing 10-foot-wide hiker/biker trail along the eastern side of MD 197. environmental resources Maryland 1-800-548-5026.

. . T Baltimore, MD 21203-0717
Alternatives 3 and 4 would also include Transportation System Management (TSM) components such => Developing avoidance and minimization measures




